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Creative Curriculum matrix: Year 3 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Key 
Dates 

October 4th Black History Day 
 
 

 
Swimming –  
September 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th 

October –  

7th, 14th, 21st  
 

Final week of term Christmas 
events 
 
Harvest  
 
Swimming –  
November 11th  

20th-24th January Science 
week 
Safer Internet day 11th 
February  
 
 
Koalas Class assembly 14th 
February  

Fairtrade Fortnight Final two weeks 
of February. 
 
2nd-6th March World Book Week 
 
5th March World Book day 
 
LKS2 Easter Production 
 
Waste Week. (March) 
 
Giant Pandas Class Assembly - 27th 
March  

21st April Earth Day 
 
 

24th June Sports wow day. 
2nd July Sports Day 
Week 1 term 6 E-ACT engineering week 
Creative week 

Topic 
title 
  

Romans 
History 
 

Romans 
History 
Enterprise  

Extreme earth  
Geography 

USA 
Geography 

Local Geography & Brunel 
Geography & History 

Ancient Egyptians 
 History 

Topic 
Text 

Class Text: Romans on the 
Rampage –Jeremy Strong 
Visit library as class. To 
gather texts. 

Class Text: Romans on the 
Rampage –Jeremy Strong  

One day on our blue 
planet 

The explorer 
 

Class Text: The Bristol Giants and 
the Severn Seas 

Egyptian Cinderella 

Writing 
Genre 

Year 3 –Mystery story 
 
Year 3- Persuasive letters 
to join a Roman army. 
 
Year- 3/4Poems with a 
structure  

Year 3 - Play scripts 
 
Year 3- Non-Chronological 
reports 
 
Year 3 / 4 – Poems on a 
theme 

Year 3 -Discussion text  
 
Year 3 - Poetry 
 

Year 3- Fables 
 
Year 3: Recount Diary 
 
 

Year 3: Recount: Biography 
 
Year 3: Novel as a theme 
 

Year 3: Fairytales  
 
Year 3 -  Explanation texts 
 
Year  3/4  classic poetry 
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History 
Skills 

 Place the time 
studied on a 
time line. 

 Use dates and 
terms related to 
the study unit 
and passing of 
time. 

 Sequence 
several events 
or artefacts. 

 Address and 
devise 
historically valid 
questions about 
change, 
similarity and 
difference. 

 Identify reasons 
and results of 
people’s actions 
(Boudicca)  

 

 Address and 
devise historically 
valid questions 
about cause. 

 Address and 
devise historically 
valid questions 
about significance 
 

  Find out about 
everyday lives of 
people. 

 Compare those lives 
with ours today. 

 Distinguish between 
different sources and 
versions of the same 
story. 

 Begin to use the 
library and internet for 
research 

 Ask questions 

  Address and devise 
historically valid questions 
about change, similarity and 
difference. 

 Address and devise 
historically valid questions 
about significance 

 Address and devise 
historically valid questions 
about cause. 

 Place the time studied on a 
time line. 

 Use dates and terms 
related to the study unit 
and passing of time. 

 Sequence several events or 
artefacts. 

 Observe small details- 
artefacts and pictures.  

 Identify reasons for and 
results of people’s actions. 

 Find out about everyday 
lives of people. 

 Compare those lives with 
ours today. 
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Geogrpa
hy Skills 

  Name and Locate 
the continents, 
countries and 
capital cities of the 
UK.  

 Name and locate 
the local cities in 
the UK 

 Compare to cities 
in Europe 
conquered by The 
Romans 

 Study how the 
human geography 
has changed over 
time. 

 Explore 
volcanoes and 
their causes and 
effects. 

 Earthquakes, 
volcanoes, and 
extreme 
weathers 

 Compare a 
region of the UK 
with a volcanic 
region. 

 Locate the countries 
of Europe and north 
and south America.  

 Know the position and 
significance of the 
equator, topic of 
cancer and tropic of 
Capricorn.  

 Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement 
and land use. 

 Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a region 
in a European country 
and a region within 
North or South 
America. 

 Use maps with 
symbols and keys to 
develop knowledge of 
the UK and world-
wide. 

 Understand the 8 
compass points. 

 Name and locate the 
local cities in the UK 

 Identify human and 
physical characteristics 
in the UK such as hills, 
rivers etc. 

 Create a map of the 
school identifying the 
main features with a 
key. 

 Use maps with symbols 
and keys to develop 
knowledge of the UK 
and world-wide.  

 Understand the 9 
compass points. 

 Know the position and 
significance of the equator, 
topic of cancer and tropic of 
Capricorn.  

 Use maps with symbols and 
keys to develop knowledge 
of the UK and world-wide.  
(Map where Egypt is)  
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Science Yr 3 Rocks 

 compare and 
group together 
different kinds 
of rocks on the 
basis of their 
appearance and 
simple physical 
properties   

 describe in 
simple terms 
how fossils are 
formed when 
things that have 
lived are trapped 
within rock   

 recognise that 
soils are made 
from rocks and 
organic matter 

Yr 3 Animals including 
humans  

 identify that 
animals, including 
humans, need the 
right types and 
amount of 
nutrition, and that 
they cannot make 
their own food; 
they get nutrition 
from what they 
eat   

 identify that 
humans and some 
other animals 
have skeletons 
and muscles for 
support, 
protection and 
movement. 

Yr 3 Light 

 recognise that 
they need light 
in order to see 
things and that 
dark is the 
absence of light  

 notice that light 
is reflected from 
surfaces   

 recognise that 
light from the 
sun can be 
dangerous and 
that there are 
ways to protect 
their eyes  

 recognise that 
shadows are 
formed when 
the light from a 
light source is 
blocked by an 
opaque object  

 find patterns in 
the way that the 
size of shadows 
change. 

Yr 3 Forces and Magnets 

 compare how things 
move on different 
surfaces   

 notice that some 
forces need contact 
between two objects, 
but magnetic forces 
can act at a distance  

 observe how magnets 
attract or repel each 
other and attract 
some materials and 
not others   

 compare and group 
together a variety of 
everyday materials on 
the basis of whether 
they are attracted to a 
magnet, and identify 
some magnetic 
materials  

 describe magnets as 
having two poles   

 predict whether two 
magnets will attract or 
repel each other, 
depending on which 
poles are facing. 

Yr 3 Plants 

 identify and describe 
the functions of 
different parts of 
flowering plants: roots, 
stem/trunk, leaves and 
flowers   

 explore the 
requirements of plants 
for life and growth (air, 
light, water, nutrients 
from soil, and room to 
grow) and how they 
vary from plant to plant 

 

 investigate the way in 
which water is 
transported within 
plants   

 explore the part that 
flowers play in the life 
cycle of flowering 
plants, including 
pollination, seed 
formation and seed 
dispersal. 

Yr 3 Plants 

 identify and describe the 
functions of different parts 
of flowering plants: roots, 
stem/trunk, leaves and 
flowers   

 explore the requirements of 
plants for life and growth 
(air, light, water, nutrients 
from soil, and room to 
grow) and how they vary 
from plant to plant  

 investigate the way in which 
water is transported within 
plants   

 explore the part that 
flowers play in the life cycle 
of flowering plants, 
including pollination, seed 
formation and seed 
dispersal. 

Computi
ng  

Yr 3 Communication and 
using technology 

Yr 3 Film and animation 
(media) 

Yr 3 Simulation and 
modelling 

Yr 3 Simulation and modelling Yr 3 Computing 
 

Yr 3 Film and animation (media) 
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ART Yr 3/ 
Roman collage of soldier 
Mosaics 

 Create accurate 
drawings of 
people. 
Particularly 
faces.  

 

 Apply colour 
using dotting, 
scratching and 
splashing.  

Yr 3 
Roman lamps (clay) 
Roman Vases 
(paper/silhouettes)  
Symbols of Roman gods 

Yr3/ 
 
Paint volcano 
 

 Plan and 
develop 

 Shape form and 
construct 
malleable and 
rigid materials 

 Use a range of 
different 
textures 

Yr 3 
Native American pattern art 
Sketching, water colour painting 
of American landmark.  
 

 Experiment with the 
potential of various 
pencils. 

 Practice close 
observations 

 Plan and develop 

 Create symmetric 
patterns. 

 Consider Aesthetics. 

Yr 3 
Street Art map of Bristol 
landmarks 
Orienteering 
Sketching Bristol landmark. 
 

 Use initial sketches as a 
preparation for painting 

 Mix colours through 
overlapping colour 
prints. 

 Observe patterns in the 
environment  

 Design patterns using 
ICT. 

Yr 3 
Make papyrus scroll and draw in 
hieroglyphics  
 

 Plan and develop  

 Shape form and construct 
malleable and rigid 
materials 

 Understand different 
adhesives and methods of 
constructions. 

 

DT:  Show that my 
design meets a 
range of 
requirements. 

 Create a plan 
showing order, 
tools and 
equipment. 

 Describe my 
design 

 Use equipment 
accurately 

Roman shields 
Cooking a Roman 
breakfast 

 Show that my design 
meets a range of 
requirements. 

 Create a plan 
showing order, tools 
and equipment. 

 Describe my design 

 Use equipment 
accurately 

Roman Vases and Lamps 
 
Cooking Roman Soup 

 Show that my 
design meets a 
range of 
requirements. 

 Create a plan 
showing order, 
tools and 
equipment. 

 Describe my 
design  

 Use equipment 
accurately 

Make a model earth 
 

 Show that my design 
meets a range of 
requirements. 

 Create a plan 
showing order, tools 
and equipment. 

 Describe my design 

 Use equipment 
accurately 

 
 
Make a dreamcatcher 
 
Cooking a traditional 
American dish 

 Show that my design 
meets a range of 
requirements. 

 Create a plan showing 
order, tools and 
equipment. 

 Describe my design 

 Use equipment 
accurately 

Build a replica of the SS great 
Britain 

 Show that my design meets 
a range of requirements. 

 Create a plan showing 
order, tools and equipment. 

 Describe my design 

 Use equipment accurately 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Make Canopic jars4 
 
3D sarcophagus  
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Music   Christmas carol concert. 

 Take part in singing 
songs 

 Use their voice to 
maintain a simple 
part 

 Perform with others 

 Vary dynamics with 
voice & instruments 
when working alone 
or with others.  

Make weather music. 

 Listen carefully 
to short 
rhythmic and 
melodic patterns 

 Know how 
sounds can be 
used to change 
mood.  

 Know that music 
can be listened 
to for a variety 
of purposes. 

Wild western (c  
 
Carefully choose sounds & 
order them to achieve an 
effect 
Show control when playing 
musical instruments 
Use changes in pitch to 
communicate an idea. 

 Make a traditional Egyptian Tune 

 Make own signs and 
symbols to record music.  

 Know how many beats in a 
mini, crotchet & semibreve. 
Recognize these symbols. 

PE 
(indoor 
and 
outdoor) 

Yr 3 Travelling with a ball 
using feet.  Kicking – 
control and accuracy 
 
Gymnastics – Jumping 
balancing on body parts 

Yr 3  
Dance Body shape (Monsters) 
 
Swimming 
 
 

Yr 3 
Rolling & 
retrieving/Bouncing 
 
Gymnastics – balancing on 
a small body parts, 
copying a partner’s 
sequence 

Yr 3 Throwing for distance and 
accuracy 
 
Dance – Travelling and 
pathways (Water) 
 
 

Yr 3 
Hitting and striking skills 
 
Gymnastics – running quickly, 
jumping for distance, throwing for 
distance 

Yr 3 
Hitting and striking skills 
 
Athletics – running quickly, jumping 
for distance, throwing for distance 
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RE Hinduism 
Diwali 
Research into and use a range 
of words correctly when I talk 
about a religion 
Describe how people show 
religion is important to them 
Explain the meaning of a 
range of terms used 
Ask a range of questions 
about puzzling ideas 
Recognise some important 
places of worship 
Describe things religious 
people do 
Give examples of how 
different people show that 
religion is important to them 
Understand the importance 
of making vows/ promises & 
what that means to me  
Describe some symbols used 
in festivals and explain their 
meaning 

Understand the importance 
of reflection 
Describe feelings and 
experiences of a range of 
issues, including special times 
and new life 
Explain some of the ways in 
which religion can influence a 
person's life 

Christianity  
Christmas 
Research into and use a range of 
words correctly when I talk 
about a religion 

Explain the meaning of a 
range of terms used 
Ask a range of questions 
about puzzling ideas 
Recognise some important places 
of worship 
Describe things religious 
people do 
Give examples of how 
different people show that 
religion is important to them 
Understand the importance of 
making vows/ promises & what 
that means to me  
Describe some symbols used in 
festivals and explain their 
meaning 
Understand the importance of 
reflection 
Begin to see some similarities in 
different religions and link 
together aspects of religious life 
and practice 
Describe feelings and 
experiences of a range of 
issues, including special times and 
new life 
Explain some of the ways in which 
religion can influence a person's 
life 

Judaism 
Connection with 
Christianity 
Research into and use a range 
of words correctly when I talk 
about a religion 

Explain the meaning of a 
range of terms used 

Ask a range of questions 
about puzzling ideas 

Describe things religious 
people do 
Describe the feelings I have 
about things that are 
important to me 

Understand the importance 
of making vows/ promises & 
what that means to me  

Describe some symbols used 
in festivals and explain their 
meaning 

Understand the importance 
of reflection 

Begin to see some 
similarities in different 
religions and link together 
aspects of religious life and 
practice 
Explain some of the ways in 
which religion can influence a 
person's life 

Sikhism 
(cover brief Christian 
story for Easter) 
-Vaisakhi 
Research into and use a range of 
words correctly when I talk 
about a religion 

Explain the meaning of a 
range of terms used 
Ask a range of questions 
about puzzling ideas 
Recognise some important places 
of worship 
Describe things religious 
people do 

Give examples of how 
different people show that 
religion is important to them 

Describe the feelings I have 
about things that are 
important to me 

Understand the importance of 
making vows/ promises & what 
that means to me  

Describe some symbols used in 
festivals and explain their 
meaning 

Begin to see some similarities in 
different religions and link 
together aspects of religious life 
and practice 
Describe feelings and 
experiences of a range of 
issues, including special times and 
new life 
 Explain some of the ways in 
which religion can influence a 
person's life 

Buddhism 
Buddha day 
Research into and use a range of 
words correctly when I talk 
about a religion 

Explain the meaning of a 
range of terms used 

Ask a range of questions 
about puzzling ideas 

Recognise some important places of 
worship 
Describe things religious 
people do 
Give examples of how 
different people show that 
religion is important to them 
Describe the feelings I have about 
things that are 
important to me 
Understand the importance of making 
vows/ promises & what that means to 
me  
Describe some symbols used in 
festivals and explain their meaning 
Understand the importance of 
reflection 
Begin to see some similarities in 
different religions and link together 
aspects of religious life and practice 
Describe feelings and 
experiences of a range of 
issues, including special times and new 
life 
 Explain some of the ways in which 
religion can influence a person's life 

Islam 
Eid & Ramadan 
Research into and use a range of words 
correctly when I talk 
about a religion 
Explain the meaning of a range of terms 
used 
Ask a range of questions about puzzling 
ideas 

Recognise some important places of 
worship 

Describe things religious people do 
Give examples of how different people 

show that religion is important to them 
Describe the feelings I have about things 

that are important to me 
Understand the importance of making 

vows/ promises & what that means to me  
Describe some symbols used in festivals 

and explain their meaning 
Understand the importance of reflection 
Begin to see some similarities in different 

religions and link together aspects of 
religious life and practice 
Describe feelings and experiences of a 
range of 
issues, including special times and new life 
 Explain some of the ways in which religion 
can influence a person's life 
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SMSC  
 

New Beginnings 
UNICEF focus: world 
teacher’s day. 
ANTI BULLYING WEEK 

Getting on/Falling out/Bullying 
UNICEF focus: World 
Children’s day. 

Going for goals 
UNICEF focus: Martin 
Luther King Day 
 
SAFER INTERNET DAY 

Relationships 
WORLD BOOK WEEK 
 
SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING 
WEEK 

Good to be me 
UNICEF focus: World Health Day 
 

Changes 
UNICEF focus:: World Day against 
Child Labour 

BIG 
DAYS in 
school 
 

BIG MATHS CHALLENGE  BIG ICT day  WORLD BOOK WEEK 
SCIENCE WOW DAY 

SATS/CAMP TERM HEALTHY SCHOOLS & SPORTS DAY 

WOW 
opportuni
ties. 

Carousel WOW of 
activities (dig, language, 
lollies, dressing up) 
 
Internal visitor 

Internal visitor or Trip to 
Caerleon Roman Fortress/ The 
Roman Baths 
 
Food – make a Roman soup. 

Visitor /Tour Bus of Bristol 
 
Enterprise challenge: raise 
funds for a local charity 

Carousel WOW of activities  
 

We the curious 
 
 

Internal visitor 

E-ACT 
passport 

Thinking big: 
97% Attendance  
Learn 3 Yoga moves. 
 
Doing the right thing: 
Solve home safety dilemma 
 
Team Spirit: 
Complete outdoor activities. 

Thinking big: 
97% Attendance  
Play 3 tunes 
 
Doing the right thing: 
Solve home safety dilemma 
 
 
Team Spirit: 
Complete outdoor activities. 
 

Thinking big: 
97% Attendance  
 
 
Doing the right thing: 
Ask for directions in another 
language 
 
Team Spirit:  
Touch type a vlog 

Thinking big: 
97% Attendance  
Compare 5 authors (WBD) 
 
Doing the right thing: 
Ask for directions in another 
language 
 
Team Spirit:  
Enter Easter egg competition 

Thinking big: 
97% Attendance  
Complete times table rockstars 
Doing the right thing: 
Enter E-ACT art competition 
 
Team Spirit:  
Six selfless good deeds. 

Thinking big: 
97% Attendance  
 
 
Doing the right thing: 
Walk/ Jog the distance of the shop and 
back. 
 
Team Spirit:  
Six selfless good deeds 

 
 


