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Creative Curriculum matrix: Year 2    

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Dates  Black History Day  Harvest festival  

 Fri 15th Nov Rhinos’ 
class assembly 

 Fri 29th Nov Leopards’ 
class assembly 

 Fri 13th Dec Panthers’ 
class assembly 

 KS1 Christmas 
production 

 Last week of term – 
Christmas week 
(including FROGS 
events) 

 20th -24th Jan Science 
week 

 Tues 11th Feb – Safer 
Internet Day 

 Fri 31st Jan Elephants’ 
class assembly 

 

 Last two weeks of Feb 
– Fairtrade fortnight 

 2nd – 6th March World 
Book Week 

 5th March World Book 
Day 

 Waste week (March) 

 Thurs 23rd Apr Y1 
swimming starts 

 Tues 21st Apr Earth Day 

 E-ACT Engineering Week 

 Creative week 

 Wed 24th Jun Sports WOW 
day  

 Thurs 2nd July Sports Day 

 Thurs 16th July Y1 swimming 
ends 

Topic title Who are Pirates? 
History and Geography 

Toys 
History 

Africa Africa 
Geography 

What changes? 
Geography 

What do we know 
about Bristol? 
History and Geography 

Topic text 
 

Text- Troll  
 

Text – Toys in Space 
 
https://www.teachw
ire.net/news/ks1-
book-topic-toys-in-
space 

Text – A Tadpole 
promise.  
 

TEXT: Fiction: Lila 
and the Secret of 
Rain 
 
Non-Fiction One Day 
on our Blue Planet: 
In the Savannah 

Text – Seasons 
come, Seasons go 
Tree.  
 

Text – Bristol Giants.  
 

Writing Genres 
 
 
 
 

Year 2: Stories by same 
author  
 
Persuasive advert or 
poster 
Poems on a theme 

Year 2: Traditional 
tales with a twist  
 
Y2: Recounts: Letters 
 

Year 2: Animal 
adventure stories  
 
Y2: Explanation 
text 

Year 2: Story as a 
theme 
 
Y2: Non-
chronological report 
 

Year 2: Stories set in 
schools (or other 
familiar settings) 
 
Y2: Instructions 
 

Year 2: Poems with a 
structure 
 
Y2: Classic poetry 
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History Skills Find out about 
people and events in 
other times.  
Describe similarities 
and differences 
between artefacts. 
Sequence artefacts 
closer together in 
time. 
WOW lesson- 
treasure  chest. 
Ask questions 

Sequence artefacts 
closer together in time. 
Describe similarities 
and differences 
between artefacts. 
Compare pictures or 
photographs of people 
or events in the past. 
Describe memories of 
key events in lives. 
Sequence photographs 
etc. from different 
periods of their life. 
Use a source – observe 
or handle sources to 
answer questions about 
the past on the basis of 
simple observations. 
Ask questions 

Ask questions. Ask questions. Sequence artefacts 
closer together in 
time 
Ask questions. 

Compare pictures or 
photographs of people 
or events in the past.  
Discuss reliability of 
photos /accounts/ 
stories. 
Use a source – observe 
or handle sources to 
answer questions about 
the past on the basis of 
simple observations. 
Find out about people 
and events in other 
times.  
 

Geography Skills To learn and 
understand the 4 
points of a compass. 
Name and locate the 
four countries of the 
UK.   
Name and locate the 
four capital cities of 
the UK.   

 Understand where 
the Equator and 
the North and 
South Poles are.  
Identify the 
location of hot and 
cold areas in the 
world in relation to 
the Equator and 

Understand where 
the Equator and the 
North and South 
Poles are. 

 Study the geography of 
Bristol   
Compare similarities 
and differences of 
Bristol and with a small 
area of a non-European 
country. 
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Compare similarities 
and differences of 
Bristol and with a 
small area of a non-
European country. 

the North and 
South Poles.    
Identify human and 
physical features of 
the two localities 
studied.  

 

Name and locate the 
four countries of the UK. 

  
Name and locate the 
four capital cities of the 
UK.   
Identify the 
characteristics of the 
four countries of the UK. 
Use fieldwork to further 
understand the school 
and local area. 

Science Animals including 
humans 

 Notice that 
animals, 
including 
humans, 
have 
offspring 
which grow 
into adults 
Find out 
about and 
describe the 
basic needs 
of animals, 
including 

Uses of everyday 
materials 

 Identify and 
compare the 
suitability of a 
variety of 
everyday 
materials, 
including wood, 
metal, plastic, 
glass, brick, 
rock, paper and 
cardboard for 
particular uses. 

 Find out how 
the shapes of 

Living things and 
their habitats  

 Explore 
and 
compare 
the 
differences 
between 
things that 
are living, 
dead, and 
things that 
have never 
been alive 

 Identify 
that most 

Living things and 
their habitats  

 Explore and 
compare the 
differences 
between 
things that 
are living, 
dead, and 
things that 
have never 
been alive 

 Identify that 
most living 
things live in 
habitats to 

Plants 

 Observe and 
describe 
how seeds 
and bulbs 
grow into 
mature 
plants. 

 Find out and 
describe 
how plants 
need water, 
light and a 
suitable 
temperature 

Gaps 
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humans, for 
survival 
(water, food 
and air)   

 Describe the 
importance 
for humans 
of exercise, 
eating the 
right 
amounts of 
different 
types of 
food, and 
hygiene. 

solid objects 
made from 
some materials 
can be changed 
by squashing, 
bending, 
twisting and 
stretching.  

 

living 
things live 
in habitats 
to which 
they are 
suited and 
describe 
how 
different 
habitats 
provide for 
the basic 
needs of 
different 
kinds of 
animals 
and plants, 
and how 
they 
depend on 
each other 

 

 Identify 
and name a 
variety of 
plants and 
animals in 
their 

which they 
are suited 
and describe 
how 
different 
habitats 
provide for 
the basic 
needs of 
different 
kinds of 
animals and 
plants, and 
how they 
depend on 
each other  

 Identify and 
name a 
variety of 
plants and 
animals in 
their 
habitats, 
including 
microhabitat
s  

 Describe 
how animals 

to grow and 
stay healthy.  
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habitats, 
including 
microhabit
ats 

 Describe 
how 
animals 
obtain 
their food 
from plants 
and other 
animals, 
using the 
idea of a 
simple 
food chain, 
and 
identify 
and name 
different 
sources of 
food. 

obtain their 
food from 
plants and 
other 
animals, 
using the 
idea of a 
simple food 
chain, and 
identify and 
name 
different 
sources of 
food. 

Computing Understand what 
algorithms are; how 
they are implemented 
as programs on digital 
devices and that 
programs execute by 

Create and debug 
simple programs. 
 
 
 
 

Use logical 
reasoning to predict 
the behaviour of 
simple programs.  
 
 

Use technology 
purposefully to 
create, organise, 
store, manipulate 
and retrieve digital 
content. 

Recognise common 
uses of information 
technology beyond 
school. 
 
 

Word processing skills/ 
(touch typing – linked to 
passport).  
Presenting skills.  
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following precise and 
unambiguous 
instructions.  
 
Use technology safely 
and respectfully, 
keeping personal 
information private; 
identify where to go 
for help and support 
when they have 
concerns about 
content or contract on 
the internet or other 
online technologies. 

Use technology safely 
and respectfully, 
keeping personal 
information private; 
identify where to go 
for help and support 
when they have 
concerns about 
content or contract on 
the internet or other 
online technologies. 

Use technology 
safely and 
respectfully, keeping 
personal 
information private; 
identify where to go 
for help and support 
when they have 
concerns about 
content or contract 
on the internet or 
other online 
technologies. 

Use technology 
safely and 
respectfully, keeping 
personal 
information private; 
identify where to go 
for help and support 
when they have 
concerns about 
content or contract 
on the internet or 
other online 
technologies. 

Use technology 
safely and 
respectfully, keeping 
personal information 
private; identify 
where to go for help 
and support when 
they have concerns 
about content or 
contract on the 
internet or other 
online technologies.   

Use technology safely 
and respectfully, 
keeping personal 
information private; 
identify where to go for 
help and support when 
they have concerns 
about content or 
contract on the internet 
or other online 
technologies.  

Art 
Project and Skills 

Make a treasure map. 
Begin to describe 

colours by objects  
Make as many tones 

of one colour as 
possible (using white) 

 Darken colours 
without using black  
Use colour on a large 

scale 

Making patterns with 
toys. 

Making toys. 
 Overlap and overlay 
materials to create 
effects  Use large 

eyed needles – 
running stitches  

Produce simple 
appliqué work  Start 

to explore other 
simple stitches  
Create collages 

Create collages. 
Overlap and overlay 
materials to create 

effects.  
Experiment by 

arranging, folding, 
repeating, 

overlapping, regular 
and irregular 

patterning  Explore 
natural and 

manmade patterns 
 Discuss regular 

 Experiment with 
tools and surfaces  

Draw a way of 
recording 

experiences and 
feelings   

Discuss use of 
shadows, use of 
light and dark  
Sketch to make 
quick records 

Tree – different  
seasons 

Awareness of natural 
and man-made 

forms  Expression 
of personal 

experiences and 
ideas to shape and 
form from direct 

observation 
(malleable and rigid 
materials)  Explore 

decorative 
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and irregular 
patterns  

 

techniques  
Replicate patterns 

and textures in a 3-D 
form 

 Print with a 
growing range of 

objects  Identify the 
different forms 
printing takes 

DT 
Project and Skills 

Think of ideas and plan what to do next.  
Design a product for myself and others 
following design criteria.  Choose the best 
tools and materials.  Give reasons for the 
materials and tools chosen.  Describe my 
design using pictures, diagrams, model mock-
ups, words and ICT. 
Materials  
Measure materials to use in a model or 
structure.  Add a specific design to my 
product.  Use axels and wheels in my work. 
Mechanisms   
Join materials as part of a moving product.  
Add a specific design to my product.  Join, fold 
or roll to make my product stronger.  Use axels 
and wheels. 

Explain what I am making and why my 
audience will like it.  Join materials and 
components together in different ways.  
Choose materials and explain why they are 
being used depending on their 
characteristics. 
Describe what went well with my work.  
Evaluate what I would do differently if I did 
it again.  Judge my work against the 
design criteria. 
Textiles   
Measure textiles.  Join textiles together to 
make something.  Cut textiles.  Explain 
why I chose a textile. 

  

Music Take part in singing songs, following the tune 
(melody) well  Use their voice to good effect 

Recognise that songs might be verse, 
chorus, verse or beginning, middle & end 

Make sounds with a 
slight difference, 
with help  Use their 

Perform with others 
taking instructions from 
the leader  Use their 
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voice in different 
ways to make 
different effects  
Explore different 
sound materials like, 
skin, wood, metal & 
clay  Explore 
different ways to 
play instruments like 
shaking, hitting, 
plucking & scraping  
Listen out for 
different types of 
sounds  Listen to 
music from other 
cultures & history 

voice & instruments to 
make loud & quiet 
sounds 

 Copy a simple pattern 
of long & short sounds  
Make a sequence of 
long & short sounds 
(with help)  Use 
invented or real 
symbols to invent & 
record simple rhythm 
patterns  Choose 
sounds to represent 
different things  Make 
sounds that are very 
different 
Show that they can hear 
different moods in 
music  Recognise fast 
& slow tempos  Listen 
carefully to music, 
recognising build-up of 
different layers, such as 
the different 
instruments 

PE     

RE plus religious 
ceremonies/ 

Hinduism  
Harvest festival 

Christianity  
Christmas 

Judaism Sikhism 
Cover Easter briefly  

Buddhism  
Buddha Day 

Islam 
Eid 
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celebrations Diwali 

 Use words 
correctly 
when 
describing 
religious 
festivals and 
celebrations 

 Identify 
important 
symbols and 
how some 
people are 
considered 
special 
through the 
examples 
they set. 

 Talk about 
the meaning 
of the 
symbol of 
light in a 
religious 
celebration 
and how it 
makes me 
feel 

Remembrance day 
Guru Nanak Dev 
St Andrew’s Day 
Children in Need. 

 Use words 
correctly when 
describing 
religious 
festivals and 
celebrations 

 Describe the 
feelings I have 
about 
something 
important to 
me 

 Give examples 
of how religious 
people 
celebrate 

Connection with 
Christianity 
Commonwealth Day 
St Patrick’s Day 

 Use words 
correctly 
when 
describing 
religious 
festivals and 
celebrations 

 Talk about 
some things 
people 
believe 
about 

Vaisakhi  
St David’s Day 

 Use words 
correctly 
when 
describing 
religious 
festivals and 
celebrations 

 Give 
examples of 
how 
religious 
people 
celebrate 

 Describe 
different 
experiences 
and feelings 
I have about 
a range of 
important 
issues 

Mothers’ day 

 Use words 
correctly 
when 
describing 
religious 
festivals and 
celebrations 

 Realise that 
some actions 
are right and 
others are 
wrong 

 Reflect on 
important 
issues and 
talk about 
my feelings 

Ramadan 
St George’s Day/ 
Shakespeare's birthday 
Fathers’ Day 
Europe Day May 9th 

 Use words 
correctly when 
describing 
religious 
festivals and 
celebrations 

 Realise that 
some ideas are 
hard to explain 

 Talk about the 
meaning of a 
range of 
religious stories 

 Describe the 
feelings I have 
about belonging 
to a community 
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SMSC  
 

New Beginnings 
UNICEF focus: 5th 
October: world 
teacher’s day. 
ANTI BULLYING 
WEEK 
Greenfield 
democratic election 

Getting on/Falling 
out/Bullying 
UNICEF focus: 20th 
November World 
Children’s day. 

Going for goals 
UNICEF focus: 15th January Martin Luther 
King Day 
 
SAFER INTERNET DAY 

Relationships 
WORLD BOOK WEEK 
 
SCIENCE AND 
ENGINEERING WEEK 

Good to be me 
UNICEF focus: 7th April 
World Health Day 
 

Big Days in school 
(off timetable 
days)  

      

WOW 
opportunities 
 
 

Visit – Pirate Pete 
(Blackbeard Bristol 
Docks) 
 

Visit – Trip to Tesco 
bakery. Storyteller 

Visit – Bristol 
Zoo 

Local pond/stream 
for  
Pond dipping. 

Visit  - Camp. M- shed 

E-Act passport Thinking big: 
97% Attendance  
 
 
Doing the right thing: 
Solve six road safety 
dilemmas  
 
Team Spirit: 
Complete outdoor activities. 

Thinking big: 
97% Attendance  
 
 
Doing the right thing: 
Run around the perimeter of the 
school.  
 
Team Spirit: 
Complete outdoor activities. 
 

Thinking big: 
97% Attendance  
 
 
Doing the right thing: 
 
 
Team Spirit:  
Take part in a traditional 
dance. 

Thinking big: 
97% Attendance  
Read and talk about 3 authors 
(WBD) 
 
Doing the right thing: 
 
Team Spirit:  
Compliment and support 
others. 

Thinking big: 
97% Attendance  
Create an ambience to relax.  
 
Doing the right thing: 
Enter E-ACT poem writing 
competition.  
Grow them, cook them, eat 
them.  
 
Team Spirit:  
Show, tell and answer 
questions.  

Thinking big: 
97% Attendance  
Play a tune on a tuned 
instrument.  
Touch type 6 sentences correctly.  
Doing the right thing: 
Complete Y2 rock stars maths. 
 
Team Spirit:  
Take the lead in a group project.  

 


